Queensland Government

Cabinet – November 2022
Health and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2022
Minister for Health and Ambulance Services

1. The Health and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 (Bill) amends eight health portfolio and related Acts to facilitate initiatives that promote the health of Queenslanders, support the effective 
provision of health services and make technical improvements to improve the operation of health and related legislation. The Bill includes amendments to the: 
· Hospital and Health Boards Act 2011 to:
· strengthen protections for the physical and psychological wellbeing of the public health workforce by requiring Hospital and Health Boards and Hospital and Health Services to proactively consider the health, safety and wellbeing of staff; and 
· reinforce the right to access health services under the Human Rights Act 2019 by clarifying when health security officers can direct persons to leave public healthcare premises;
· Medicines and Poisons Act 2019 to:
· support the appropriate disclosure of information for regulation, safety, compliance and public interest purposes; and 
· clarify when particular requirements and exemptions regarding pest management approvals apply; 
· Recording of Evidence Act 1962 to establish a statutory framework for recording the proceedings of prescribed tribunals and providing access to copies of records and transcriptions of these proceedings;
· Mental Health Act 2016 to:
· ensure there are no operational barriers to the Mental Health Review Tribunal conducting electronic recording and appropriately sharing records; and
· remove the requirement that adults with capacity who wish to waive the right to representation in Mental Health Review Tribunal proceedings must do so in writing;
· Public Health Act 2005 to: 
· maximise resources to allow more children to be screened for preventable vision loss; and 
· modernise reporting requirements to the Queensland Cancer Register so that more accurate data on the incidence and treatment of cancer is available to improve knowledge of cancer and health outcomes;   
· Radiation Safety Act 1999 to make operational and technical improvements, including to improve alignment with the Radiation Safety Regulation 2021;
· Transplantation and Anatomy Act 1979 to support efficient and consistent processes for the supply and donation of human tissue products for essential health purposes; and 
· Water Fluoridation Act 2008 to enable water fluoridation decisions to be appropriately communicated to the affected communities by removing the requirement for decisions to be published in a print newspaper. 
2. Cabinet approved the introduction of the Health and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 into the Legislative Assembly.
3. Attachments:
· Health and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2022
· Explanatory Notes
· Human Rights Statement of Compatibility
 
